defeated for the Democratic nomination and the first Republican woman ever nominated for the vice-presidency. Beyond media or public gaze in 2008, the Green Party nominated Cynthia McKinney and Rosa Clemente, two African-American women, for the nation's two highest offices. If there is a lesson this illustrates, it is this: whatever one's definition of there is, one minor party or another almost always gets there long before either major party arrives.
Years preceding the Civil War, Frederick Douglass and other African-American men joined whites in leading the Liberty Party. More than a half century before women's suffrage became national law, women took their seats as full voting delegates at the convention which gave birth to the Prohibition Party. Selected by the Socialist Party in 1980, David McReynolds thus became the first openly-gay presidential nominee ever.
It was a third party that first nominated a woman for the presidency (Equal Rights, 1872) , selected a woman who cast an electoral vote (Bull Moose, Washington state, 1912) , and selected a woman who received an electoral vote (Libertarian vice-presidential nominee, 1972) .
Lenora Fulani, the 1988 New Alliance Party presidential nominee, was the nation's first woman and first African-American whose name appeared on the ballot of every constituency with electoral votes to cast. Third parties were first to nominate an African American for the vice-presidency (Communist, 1932) , an African-American woman for the vice-presidency (Progressive, 1952) , an African American for the presidency (Socialist Workers, 1964) , and an African-American woman for the presidency (Communist, 1968) .
Third parties also have been on the front lines of policy innovation and democratic reform. The Anti-Masonic Party was the first to hold a national convention and to draft and present a party platform. That party tendered the remarkable notion that transparency is an important value in democratic politics. The Liberty and Free Soil parties staked out positions sharply at odds with the defenders of slavery; likewise, the Republicans, who began as a third party before arriving in the ranks of the majors. Neither major party endorsed women's suffrage until 1916, a scant four years before the Nineteenth Amendment entered the Constitution. Long before that, a half-dozen parties had embraced and worked toward that goal.
Federal merit-based civil service, the direct election of U.S. Senators, initiative and referendum, the income tax, universal health care, wages and hours legislation, anti-child labor policy, public works for jobs and infrastructure development, Social Security, sustainability and green economy-all these and others appeared as planks in thirdparty platforms before either major party took up their cause. It was from the third-party periphery that the heinous costs and dangers of an emerging Cold War were raised, term limits pushed, and economic globalization challenged.
Minor-party representatives rarely sit in decision-making bodies in numbers large enough to put their own imprimatur on policy enactments. Interest group lobbies often have been the most powerful agents in pushing a proposal toward the mainstream. Recognizing the popularity of some of the ideas third parties advance, a major party (or both) may appropriate a proposal, incorporating it into its own policy program. Sometimes, when decades intervene between proposal and enactment, no more may be confirmed than that a minor party played a role in positioning the matter on the public agenda.
The strictures of duopoly now weaken third parties' influence as policy innovators, but these parties continue to matter for their potential to challenge electorally the two major parties. Some evidence today supports the longstanding precept that if oxygen is found for a substantial challenger to draw first breath, that would be either to the left or the right of where both major parties position themselves. Vermont Progressives thrive today as the most successful contemporary non-national third party in America. But with the widening ideological space separating the major parties, the conviction has grown that a movement of the "angry middle," a third party appealing to disaffected centrists, would be the most likely to succeed. Ross Perot was one of the first to reach this conclusion.
Six campaigns were won by non-major-party gubernatorial candidates in five states between 1990 and 2010. Most of these new governors were centrists. Recent opinion pieces in leading newspapers predict a formidable new centrist party ready to take on the Republicans and Democrats in 2012. Presidential trial balloons were going up at the end of 2010 for both Michael Bloomberg and Donald Trump. Each was a presidential candidate, arguably centrist, who would be wealthy enough to skirt the discriminatory provisions of federal law by bankrolling his own 2012 campaign.
Organization of the Book
Chapter One makes the core premises about duopoly and its impact upon American politics. It also offers poll and electoral data suggesting that some opportunities have opened for third-party and independent challengers over the last twenty-five years.
The many barriers third parties face are presented in Chapter Two. Some of these are existential: they are because they are. Others are the invidious arrangements Republicans and Democrats have made for closure and their mutual self-protection. Minor parties are certainly among the losers; so too are the voters and their democratic freedom to choose.
Chapter Three focuses upon a variety of themes: the nation's party systems and their transformation over time; third-party types; and, most significantly, why third parties matter. The chapter carries the story of the Prohibition Party, the nation's most ancient living minor party. The Constitution, Green, and Libertarian parties-the leading contemporary national third-party challengers-are featured in Chapter Four.
Chapters Five through Eight present histories of America's national short-lived parties-one of the most important third-party types. Chapter Nine covers a related theme: the "independent" movements launched by John Anderson and Ross Perot, and the later initiatives by Perot and others to institutionalize their movement.
Chapter Ten examines the involvement of women, African Americans, and Latinos in third-party movements. It also bears historical case studies of their party-building activities: the National Woman's, Black Panther, and Raza Unida parties.
Continuing doctrinal parties-the Socialists and Communists and the Neo-Nazis-are featured in Chapters Eleven and Twelve.
Chapter Thirteen glimpses state/local significant others: third parties important within the domain of their communities or states but unwilling or unable to extend beyond those territorial bounds.
The concluding Chapter Fourteen bears a reprise on the book's central premise: that despite the barriers imposed upon them, third parties matter. The chapter provides a brief retrospective of the thirdparty past, along with some commentary and projection about present and future.
The book also carries six appendices. Appendix One presents the name and website addresses of nearly 100 contemporary American third parties as well as access information for blogs and websites which provide pertinent information on minor parties. Appendix Two offers the popular tallies and electoral votes of all minor presidential candidates since 1832 who received at least one percent of the popular vote, and Appendix Three provides the complete 2008 election returns for all major and minor presidential candidates.
Appendix Four features by name, state, and date the victories of all successful minor-party and independent gubernatorial candidates since 1831. Appendix Five presents by party the numerical size of all third-party delegations at opening sessions of the U.S. House and Senate from 1829 on. Appendix Six lists all third-party and independent members of Congress since World War II.
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Continued on page 4
Letter from the President February 2011
Dear Colleagues, As I write, the new Congress has been in session for about six weeks, and President Obama, the Republican-controlled House of Representatives, and the Democratic-controlled Senate are posturing in anticipation of a showdown over the federal budget. Republican aspirants to the presidency are raising money and jockeying for position in the 2012 GOP primaries, and President Obama is looking to chart a course to a second term. Similar budget showdowns and preparations for elections are playing out throughout the states, particularly those where significant shifts in power have occurred. 
Syllabus Collections Maintained by APSA's Organized Sections
Syllabus collections are extremely useful to new faculty and grad students who are developing courses in a particular field.␣ The APSA is asking each of the Organized Sections to create and post a collection of syllabi in the section's subfield.␣ So please send us your syllabi for courses on political parties, comparative parties, parties and elections, organized interests, and closely related topics!␣ Feel free to include supporting materials such as reading lists, descriptions of paper topics and other assignments, and other resources. 
